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 1   While classical Pentecostalism adopted an ascetic economic message, which 
exhorted believers to shun all unnecessary material and carnal pleasures, modern 
Pentecostalism has, on the other hand, embraced a gospel of accumulation, which sees 
the ways of the ‘world’ no longer as the ways of sin. The later gospel has been an 
attractive force to modern Pentecostalism because it makes people to believe that it 
provides the best solution to their economic difficulties. In order to retain membership 
and also to be attractive, older Pentecostal churches in Cameroon, as elsewhere, are 
switching from the gospel of asceticism to the gospel of accumulation. (this dissertation) 
 
2  The rapid emergence of Pentecostalism over the last decades is still an 
understudied theme for Cameroon – certainly compared to what has been done on  other 
countries. Yet, studying Pentecostalism in Cameroon is of importance since it took on 
special aspects in this country due to specific factors it was confronted with – notably the 
divide between Anglophone and francophone citizens and the tenacity of the former one-
party regime in holding on to power. (this dissertation) 
 
      3    In Ghana, there is a phenomenon of independent churches emerging with 
doctrines that strikingly differ from those of the mission Churches. This can be 
interpreted as Africans’ refusal to accept a continuing domination of the colonized in the 
domain of Christianity. (Meyer 1995, cited in this dissertation, Translating the Devil: An 
African appropriation of Pietist Protestantism: The case of the Peki Ewe in Southeastern 
Ghana, 1847-1995. Ph.D thesis, University of Amsterdam) 
 
      4    Carrying out research on Pentecostalism in Cameroon is tricky, particularly when 
the researcher is not part of the community. Respondents are suspicious of the intention 
of the research. Moreover, they may impose joining the movement as a pre-condition for 
obtaining to information. (this dissertation) 
 
5   Contributions from members make up a sizable source of income to both 
Cameroonian churches studied in this dissertation, the Full Gospel Mission and the 
Roman Catholic Church. Hence both are pre-occupied with reducing poverty among 
members as a strategy to raise income for the church. This has created a reciprocal 
relationship. The success of the church is determined by its ability to reduce poverty 
among members. The larger the number of members alleviated from poverty, the more 
the financial assistance provided to the church and vice-versa. (this dissertation) 
 
6   If mainline churches in Cameroon want to minimize the defection of their 
members to Pentecostal groups, it is imperative for them to understand those practices 
and doctrines of Pentecostalism that are attractive to their members. (this dissertation) 
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7     One of the major causes of the failure of the post-colonial state in Africa has been 
its gross neglect of its cultural basis. In the urge to create political unity, the tendency has 
been to negate ethnic, regional and cultural diversities rather than recognize them as 
building blocks in the construction of a civil society. The result has been a façade of 
seeming unity at the cost of unsettled wounds and denied identities. (Martin Doornbos, 
1991 ‘Linking the Future to the Past: Ethnicity and Pluralism’, Review of African 
Political Economy 32. P.53-64) 
 
8   The current democratic experience in Cameroon has failed to unleash the 
productive forces of society, as citizens are entrapped in an economic and political 
uncertainty never before known. State-Society relations have not been anchored in a 
viable governance structure. Existing institutional arrangements are as arbitrary as they 
have always been, because they fail to accommodate the plural character of the country. 
(Mbuagbo and Akoko, 2004 ‘Roll-Back: Democratization and Social Fragmentation in 
Cameroon’, Nordic Journal of African Studies 13 (1): 1-12) 
 
9    An important trend in recent processes of globalization is to re-colonize the world 
and make the values of the United States-led West the dominant values of the world. In 
other words, the culture of the West is being grafted on other societies, thus making it the 
universal culture  
 
10     The Cameroonian people have lost faith in the capacity of the judicial system to 
administer justice. People generally believe that the country’s magistrates, public 
prosecutors, judicial police, national gendarmerie and all the other professional corps that 
intervene in the administration of justice have become irreparably corrupt. As a result it is 
believed that all cases taken before public tribunals, whether they are criminal or civil in 
nature, and regardless of the evidence presented by either side, are more likely than not to 
be decided on the basis of backroom financial arrangements whose objectives are to 
ensure a miscarriage of justice. 
 
 
